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Wards Affected 

County-wide 

Purpose 

To note the report. 

The New Constitution 

1. Charlie Adan, the Interim Assistant Chief Executive, Legal and Democratic, briefed 
us on the background to the new constitution to be tabled at this meeting of Council.  
We emphasised the need for the text to be clear and easy to use.      

Experience of Local Filter Cases, And Determinations So Far 

2. We reviewed progress on complaints about local authority, town and parish 
councillors since the introduction of the local filter on 08 May 2008.  In 2008, our 
Assessment Sub-Committee considered eighteen complaints; so far in 2009, it has 
dealt with forty-eight. Although many of the latter relate to a single council, dealing 
with complaints is a major area of work. 

3. The committee discussed the subject of confidentiality at the various stages of 
handling complaints. 'Standards for England’ guidance was not clear and there were 
situations that were not clearly covered. The Monitoring Officer agreed to prepare a 
brief for the committee to discuss at a further meeting. 

Modern.gov 

4. We considered a report from the Monitoring Officer outlining the benefits of a 



computer upgrade to the authority’s committee software. When implemented, the 
new system will automate much of the work involved in the administration of the 
assessment and review process; for example, Council officers will be automatically 
reminded of deadlines by email.   

 
 

Background Papers 

• Agenda for the Standards Committee Meeting held on 02 October 2009.  
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